Rainbow Education Multi Academy Trust Strengthens Regional Teacher and Leader Development Through New National Partnership
Rainbow Education Multi Academy Trust and its Rainbow Teaching School Hub are proud to announce their designation as an Associate College of the National Institute of Teaching (NIoT). This strategic collaboration marks a significant step forward in Rainbow’s mission to support and develop exceptional teachers and leaders across the region through high-quality Initial Teacher Training (ITT), the Early Career Teacher Entitlement (ECTE), and National Professional Qualifications (NPQs).
With a proven track record in delivering evidence-informed, practice-led professional development, the Rainbow Teaching School Hub has become a cornerstone of teacher and leadership training in the region. From nurturing the next generation of teachers through ITT to supporting new educators via the Early Career Framework and advancing leadership through NPQs, the Hub is dedicated to strengthening every stage of the professional journey.
Joining the NIoT as an Associate College will enable the Rainbow to extend its impact even further. In this role, it will lead the delivery of NIoT’s nationally recognised programmes across the region.
Gina Donaldson, CEO of Rainbow Education MAT, commented:
“Becoming an Associate College of the National Institute of Teaching is a natural evolution of our work through the Rainbow Teaching School Hub. This partnership affirms our commitment to delivering high-quality professional development that is practical, evidence-based, and shaped by the experiences of educators. Together with the NIoT, we will empower teachers and leaders at all stages of their careers to thrive and ultimately deliver the best outcomes for our children and communities.”
Melanie Renowden, CEO at NIoT, said: 
"I'm delighted that Rainbow Trust has joined us as an Associate College and is helping us to continue to develop and support teachers in the North West. Currently the NIoT serves 1 in 10 of every school in the country and our network of Associate Colleges continues to grow, with 20 successful trusts now on board. Our partnership with Rainbow enables us to work with schools across St Helens, Knowsley and Sefton, supporting our aim to work in partnership to boost the quality of teacher and leader development in the region."
The National Institute of Teaching, launched in 2022 by the School Led Development Trust (including the Harris Federation, Outwood Grange Academies Trust, Oasis Community Learning, and Star Academies), exists to strengthen teacher development, from ITT to ECTE, NPQs, and executive leadership training for MAT leaders.
Through this partnership, the Rainbow Teaching School Hub will continue to champion excellence in teaching and leadership development, ensuring that every educator across the region is supported to grow, lead, and make a meaningful impact.
For more information on Rainbow Education Multi Academy Trust and Rainbow Teaching School Hub please visit https://www.rainboweducationmat.co.uk or https://www.rainbowtsh.org.uk. 
